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Prelude to the birth of the “Otsu Oiwake Odori” dance song
— The Logic of Mone, Otsu-e, Mass-production of paintings —

Suzuki Kenko

The Otsu Oiwake Odori is considered to be the origin of the “Otsu-e Bushi”. It is dance song of Otsu-e. This paper is a
study of the period of origin as the Otsu Oiwake Odori. In addition, this paper points out that the popularity of the dance is
related to the first performance of “Keisei Hangonko”.

In the following sections, this paper discuss the relationship between Otsu-e and money before “Otsu-e Bushi” became
popular in the city. This fact reveals the historical reason for the mass production of Otsu-e. The key point is to understand
the origin of Otsu-e from the three approaches of reproduction, exchange, and money. This discussion reveals the origins of
Otsu-e as the product. And then, this study is preliminary step toward elucidating the song culture in which Edo period

products become the popular songs of “Otsu-e Bushi”.

Keywords: Edo period, Dance song, Kanei-tsuho, Product, Monozukushi
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