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The Relationship between the Tones of the Pieces
in the Shomyoshu ryakujuge by Ryunen:
The Problem of Honchoshi and Sorachoshi

YosHioKA Rinyu

In Nanzan Shinrya, a school of Shingon shomyo, the tonality of the pieces is defined by the Shomyosht ryakujuge,
attributed to Rytnen. However, there are many passages in the Shomyoshu ryakujuge that do not match the content of the
normative didactic book, Gyosan taigaishi, and it presents many puzzling points. An elucidation of how Shomyoshu
ryakujuge understood the various pieces must be a major indication of how shomyo should be performed, and may provide
important information for future transmission.

This article first examines whether Shomyosha ryakujuge was written by Ryanen, exploring the issues involved. Next,
it discusses the tones of the various pieces as designated in the Shomyosha ryakujuge and considers whether they are based
on Honchoshi or Sorachoshi. The investigation concludes that Shomyosht ryakujuge may not have been written by Rytnen.
It was also found that the Shomyosha ryakujuge is based on Honchoshi tonality, and is different from the relative pitches of
Sorachoshi as practised today. Accordingly, it can be said that in the Middle Ages, when tunes were specified in terms of

tone, it is possible that tone as a theory of musical scale was not actually operational.

Keywords: Shingon shomyo, Nanzan Shinryua, Gochoshi, Gyosan taigaisht, Kakushoingata
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