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Features and Properties of Horizontal Musical Scores
for Noh Chants in Modern Times

Banpo Aiko

Starting in the Taisho era, the influence of Western music led to the invention of various horizontally written Noh
chants as learning materials. These scores have unique rules differing from those of Western staff notation.

Horizontal musical scores for Noh chants were used as supplementary teaching materials for Noh recitation books and
oral instruction. Thus, systematic research of this sheet music has been limited so far. This study clarifies the features and
properties of horizontal musical notation, starting with a focus on early modern horizontal musical scores used for self-
study.

This notation was invented by Toyoho Kanda, Okoku Sugie, Keizaburd Ashino, Utaro Suzuki, Enjiro Tazaki, and Kanze-
ryu Yokyoku kenkytkai. This study’s first part clarifies the purpose of writing this book and its expected target audience.
After confirming the characteristics of the musical score writing format, this study compares the graphic notation for
melodies that were written frequently in the musical scores and analyzes discrepancies in their interpretations.
Furthermore, it discusses the meaning of the special breath notation found in the scores written by Ashino and Tazaki.

The conclusion positions modern horizontal musical scores based on their benefits to students and influence on
modern learning methods.

Keywords: Musical notation for melodies, graphic notation, musical notation for breath
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