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Shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune’s revitalization of
qin music during the Kyoho [1716-1736] years:
The junction between theory and practice

YaMADA Jumpei, YAMADERA Mikiko

In the Kyoho through Kanpo years [1716-1744] of the Edo era, Shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune launched a project to
revitalize the gin (7-stringed Chinese zither) by incorporating it into the kangen (instrumental) gagaku ensemble. This paper
explores the status of the project during the Kyoho years specifically, in its historical and musical aspects.

The first section probes the historical context of the project and the course of events leading up to it by examining
documents from the period including journals of the gagaku musician family, the Tsuji, who were involved. Research reveals
that the effort to add the gin to the gagaku ensemble emerged as a consequence of Japanese Confucians’ deepening
knowledge and philosophy of the gin, coupled with a heightened interest in its music among the imperial court, centered on
Emperor Nakamikado, buttressed by Shogun Yoshimune’s inclination toward gagaku.

The second section examines how the qin’s part was incorporated into gagaku orchestral pieces and how they were
actually played, based on reports by the ¢giz musician Onoda Tosen who was appointed to work on the project and music
scores for the gin that seem to be its product. Scrutinizing these documents leads us to conclude that: 1) adding the gin part
and its playing techniques used the rules and theory of gin music written in the Chinese Confucian book on rites and music,
Pan Gong Li Yue Shu, as a foundation but the gin part was composed independently, in accordance with the rhythm patterns
of Japanese gagaku and with the sho’s pitches notated in the score; and 2) the tuning system employed suggests the influence
of the theory of Confucian scholar Ogya Sorai.

The Kyoho period venture to revitalize the gin engaged interfaces not only between the imperial court and the Bakufu
but also between philosophy and practice, meriting special mention in the music history of the early modern era in Japan.
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