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Vocal music theory read from the Utai Densyo (a book of secrets
of Noh songs) with signature of Kanze Doken (f8i1H#E H)
in the first year of Eisy6 (1504) —focus on “ryo no koe”
(low and thick voice)

Takaunasa! Yoko

In a book that Kanze Déken is said to have written in 1504, it says the opposite of Zeami's music theory. In other words,
in this book, 7yo (low and thick voice) is applied to songs of grief, and 7it« (high and thin voice) is applied to songs of
celebration. Conventionally, it is believed that the special singing method of tsuyogin (strong singing) was born from the
voice of celebration, but according to the theory of this book, it is possible that tsuyogin was born from the voice of grief.

In this paper, I perform an overall commentary of this book in Chapterl, and show the inference that “»yo no koe”, which
expresses grief, promoted an appearance and development of tsuyogin in Chapter 2.

Keywords: vocal techniques in utai, Tsuyogin, Yowagin, Rituryo (musical temperament), Sytigen - Béoku (voice of
celebration or grief)
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