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The expansion of live performances of Naniwa bushi Shibai
from the middle of the Meiji to the beginning of the Taisho:
Concerning live performances in the city area and changes

in the form of performance

Sonopa Iku

The expansion of live performances of Naniwa-bushi Shibai from the middle of the Meiji to the beginning of the Taisho

This study demonstrates that live performances of Naniwa-bushi shibai (Fushi geki) combined theater with narrative
music, Naniwa-bushi expanded with its rise and fall from the mid-Meiji period to the end of the Taisho period, and this
expansion was driven by changes in the form of performance. First, the live performance records held in Osaka, Kyoto, and
Nagoya by Kindai Kabuki Nenpyo (chronological table of theater history in modern times) indicate that Naniwa-bushi was
in a rough state of transition. Second, articles indicate the change in the performance style of Naniwa-bushi shibai, wherein
the performance was divided into two roles, the narrator and the player. Considering these two aspects and the reputation of
performers reveals that the combination of recital and play gave rise to live performances of Naniwa-bushi shibai, then led to
its recession with the division of roles between performers. This also involved the situation that live performances of
Naniwa-bushi connecting audio media such as records and radio was becoming popular and new theater genres like
Kengeki or Shingeki (modern theater) appeared.

Keyword: Naniwa-bushi shibai (Fushi geki) , live performance, narrator and player, Rokyokushi
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