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Restoring the music of the extinct Noh chant "Awade no Mori"

NiwA Yukie

Regarding "Awade no Mori," which was restored and performed in November 2022, I will report on the restoration
process from the standpoint of having cooperated on the musical side. Restoration of music is an attempt to revive lost
traditional music. In particular, in the case of music, it refers to the rewriting of existing music notation from the late
Muromachi period to the Edo period.

In this paper, I will present a process of collating notes called “goma” from various scores, and considering auxiliary
symbols to be attached to specific goma, and then consider objective reproduction. In addition, in Nok chanting, there are
elaborate and unusual melodies, or melodies that are commonly used in specific situations such as violent surprise. We will
also introduce how to use such melodies as a parody of existing chanting.

Currently, there are many restored works being performed in various schools of Noh. It is thought to be meaningful to
clarify the restoration procedure, which is rarely made public.

Keywords: restoration works of Nok, notation, parody
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