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A Study of chitkyoku mode in the Nanzan Shinryua School
of shomyo

YOSHIOKA Rinyuu

This article examines the musical transmission of a branch of Shingon shomyo, the Nanzan Shinryta school. Shingon
shomyo has inherited the mode called chitkyoku in addition to the »yo and ritsu modes. However, since ancient times, the
understanding of chitkyoku mode has not been stable. There is a vague understanding that it is somewhere between ryo and
ritsu modes, but there is no clear definition.

The article starts with a review of the results of previous research on chitkyoku mode to date. The next step was to analyze
what characteristics exist in the Nanzan Shinrya Shomyo style of chikyoku mode as currently practised, and how a
"chitkyoku character" is expressed.

As aresult, I was able to confirm that chzikyoku mode, as transmitted, displays the characteristics of both »yo and 7itsu modes,
and I could derive the characteristics of chikyoku mode. In addition, the differences between the terms "half-ryo half-ritsu"
(hanryo hanritsu) and "half-ritsu half-ryo" (hanritsu hanryo), which are considered synonymous with chikyoku mode, were
examined through sound source analysis, and their characteristics were confirmed.

Next, the findings from the sound source analysis were used to examine descriptions that could not be explained by scale
theory and other methods.

As a result, I was able to confirm that the interpretation of "accidentals" (enbaion), or pitches other than the main pitches,
varied from period to period, and that interpretations of chikyoku mode other than those based on musical scale theory

already existed and were in use in the Middle Ages.

Keywords: Shingon shomyo, Tendai shomyo, ryo and ritsu, Oushikityou, hanryo hanritsu.
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