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Western Recordings, Japanese Ears:
The Close Relationship between European Art Music
and Reproductive Technology

Hosokawa Shuhei

Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the Japanese community of aficionados of art music was formed
inseparably from imported records, as much as it was also separate from public concerts. This phenomenon is nearly
universal, yet, with concert activity still quite basic, the cultural significance of recordings was particularly prominent in the
first non-Western country to develop an art-music fandom. From 1910, wealthy people organized "record concerts" with a
salon-like atmosphere using their private collections. These were soon popularized as public events arranged by local
Western-music fan associations, upper-middle class connoisseurs, record companies and music shops, and schools. These
record concerts laid the foundation of music journalism and listeners’ groups in the 1930s. Art music critics and-journalists
linked the interests of the record industry with the taste of specific readerships. This paper, while noting the views on
Western classical music and on the recording technology among the collectors, will propose a music history of modern

Japan underlining the crucial presence of recording.
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