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On the etymology of binsasara (binzasara)
- including the eikyoku “Bintatara” problem

ToyopA Hiroaki

The etymology of the name for the binsasara (binzasara) instrument, formerly called as bintatara, is thought to be a
corruption of “ben,” which refers to striking something, as “bin,” in combination with “tatara,” which is an ancient Japanese
word for a plank. In other words, the word bintatara itself expresses the planks of the “ancient paiban,” an instrument that
came from China in the Tang dynasty, striking together. Tracing the etymology of the binsasara this way, it seems likely that
the instrument had a prominent part in the song entitled “Bintatara,” which was sung as a matter of etiquette at ceremonies
related to the Gosechi-no-Mai (imperial court dance), although its meaning is now unclear. In contrast, because the
surisasara (surizasara) , another instrument that became referred to by the same general name as the binsasara, sasara, uses
a small piece of bamboo, its etymology likely originates from an ancient Japanese word representing the concept of small,
“sasara.” Although the etymologies of surisasara and the binsasara’s old name, bintatara, are completely different, since the
vowel structures of “tatara” and “sasara” are identical and they are both percussion instruments, their names may have

gradually become entangled until, eventually, they were both called sasara.

Key Words: tatara, paiban, hyousi, Gosechi-no-Mai, surisasara
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