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The acceptance of naniwa-bushi in local areas of Japan
from the Taisho period to the early Showa period:
diversification in live performance

SoNoDpA Tku

Naniwa-bushi became popular in modern Japan due to both live performance and the media of SP records and radio.
This study elucidates the crucial role played by live performance in popularizing naniwa-bushi in regional Japan, by
discussing its acceptance particularly in Kochi Prefecture.

First, an examination was made of two selections of the many articles in the Doyd Shinbun newspaper in 1918 and 1928,
showing changes in the coverage of both visiting and local naniwa-bushi performers in Kochi. This was combined with an
examination of frequency of performance as seen in the statistical records of neighbouring Ehime Prefecture from 1915 to
1930, to reveal the overall state of the reception of naniwa-bushi in the region, including theatrical performance.

Secondly, in order to obtain a more concrete picture of the sites of performance in that period, I turned my attention to
published descriptions of the activity of a few artists. I was able to show that the overall acceptance of naniwa-bushi in this
region was formed in a context of highly diverse performance activities by different performers, and through their personal
interaction.
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