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How the melody pattern, “Lembo,”
spread to the shamisen and koto music in the Edo period

NoGawa Mihoko, HAIKAwWA Mika, YOSHINO Yukiko

The melodic pattern called “Lembo” played the special role in the koto and shamisen music during the Edo period.
Lembo was used in Kigisu, a piece of jiuta (a genre of chamber music for shamisen), as well as in Kinuta, a piece of katobushi
(a type of joruri narrative). It also constituted pieces of icchubushi (another type of joruri), and pieces of the Yamada School
koto music. These melody types may date back to the famous song “Lembo” in the late 17th century. The song containing
the phrase, “lembo leletsule,” was not only sung by people but also was familiar as instrumental music played by the
shamisen and the hitoyogiri shakuhachi or a one-jointed bamboo instrument.

In this paper, we analyzed how the folk song, “Lembo,” prevalent in the early Edo period and its namesake melody
spread far and wide and examined their defining features. Also, we restored the folk song based on two musical scores:
Onusa published somewhere around 1685 in the early Edo period and Ikanobori released in 1687 or so. As to the “Lembo”
melody pattern, we annotated “A” to the typical melodic motif and “B” or “C” to the motifs appearing with “A”. Also, we
highlighted what kinds of roles the song “Lembo” and its namesake melody took on together with specific images in jiuta,
Katobushi, Icchubushi, Yamada School koto music, kabuki music nagauta, and kagebayashi.
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