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The diffusion of Japanese traditional music caused by sheet
music : Playing Japanese traditional music with Western musical
instruments from the middle Meiji period to the Taisho period

UEeNo Masaaki

Playing Japanese traditional music with Western musical instruments was regarded as a temporary
movement in the Meiji period and not much attention has been paid to it in the history of Japanese modern
music. However, without this attempt, Japanese traditional music would have remained a feudalistic cult
entertainment. In investigating sheet music of Japanese traditional music for western musical instruments
published from the middle Meiji period to the Taisho period, I will illustrate the reorganizing and diffusion
process of Japanese traditional music.

Firstly, I will survey the boom in accordions and the bestseller music book, Nihon zokkyoku shii (Japanese
popular music) and show how this book made it possible for Japanese traditional music to continue into the
middle of the Meiji period. Secondly, I will survey the boom in violins and sheet music of Japanese traditional
music written for the violin. I will illustrate the performing practice of this music from the late Meiji period to

the Taisho period.

Keywords: violin, publishing, Osaka, “Ongakukai”, NAKAO Tozan
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