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The melodious style of bugaku (gagaku) in the central area and local
area : The basic melody expressed in the sé (zither) score and the
melody on the fue (flute) of Jinidan-bugaku

Takuwa Satoshi

In modern performances of gagaku Japanese court music, shé % , s6 4 and biwa ¥# are described as

kinds of accompanying instruments. However, they are not recognized as melodic instruments by the people
who hand down the tradition of gagaku, despite being acknowledged by the note row specified on the music.
These musical instruments are traced to the main sounds of the melody of ryiiteki #1fi and hichiriki %58 for
a unison / octave. ’

In the 1950s, Laurence ERi’lfgﬁf\}, a researcher in oriental music, noted that a frame note row (sounds
specified on the music of sk, sé and biwa) was not enumeration of sounds, rather sounds of a continental folk-
tune. It was a melody of the original gagaku melody that was derived from China and the Korean peninsula.
However, it has not been verified whether this note row is recognized as a melody and if it was played in Japan.

In this report, I try to press the proposition by finding the trace of the basic melody in the fue ifi (flute)
of the bugaku handed down in local area. The example of Jtiinidan-bugaku 1 — B¢ % in Enshi-Mori-machi i

FHARMT is examined.

Keywords: covered basic melody, the tale of a lady Sakura-gozen

NiHoN Dentoo OnGgaku Kenkyuu Vol. 9, March 2012 73
Takuwa Satoshi, The melodious style of bugaku (gagaku) in the central area and local area



