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A study of Kamigata kabuki musicians in the late Edo period:
relations with actors and theaters

TAKENOUCHI Emiko

In the late Edo period, Kamigata kabuki provided work for numerous musicians. These are generally known to have
been hired by actors, but the criteria for and manner of hiring have yet to be investigated. This study examines these
motivating factors, using principal component analysis, cluster analysis, and social network analysis.

The study found different tendencies between Gidayu and Nagauta shamisen performers: Gidayt performers — often
more than one - tended to have direct working relations with individual actors. Nagauta performers, on the other hand,
tended to be individually linked to the actor’s theater rather than to the actor directly. A factor analysis of the appearance of
these musicians along with the actor and theater does not reveal any tendency to favour one or the other relationship.

From these results, I conclude that the musicians were professionally flexible, and were not fixed to one actor, theater,
or organization.

Keywords; Kamigata kabuki, musician, actor, theater, the principal component analysis
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