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Kongo-gaeshi

TakaHASHI YOKO

“Kongo-gaeshi” is one form of production of a no play, well-known since the Edo period. However, Edo period writings
on utai (singing) and hayashi (instrumental accompaniment) tell of a different form of kongo-gaeshi from what is known
today. In current practice, kongo-gaeshi has two meanings. One is a style of production used in certain plays, such as Toru.
The other is a special drum pattern used in the Konparu school. In the Edo period, however, this term seems to have been
used more broadly to refer not only to a style of production and a drum pattern, but also to improvisation by the singer at the
end of a sung section, together with the use of secret difficult patterns by the drummer. This suggests that a delicate
interaction between singer and drummer led to innovations in performance and production.

Giving examples of kongo-gaeshi from the Edo period, this paper explores the meaning and practice of the term, in
order to illuminate an aspect of change in no.

Kongo-gaeshi can be written using a number of variant Chinese characters; I have chosen to use the same characters
used in Kongo-ryd.

Keywords and definitions: kogaki; variations in Noh performance or a special important style and music performance with the
name and content specified according to respective school. kaede; a term for variation of the basic
rhythm pattern in percussion instruments. kaeshi; repetition of the song lyrics. uchikiri; the
name of rhythm pattern to form a phrase. Iccho; performing a part of the music by one

percussionist and one or more singers with a special rhythm pattern for solo percussion.
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