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Kabuki Musicians’ Migration between Kamigata and Edo in the
Late 18th Century (from the Horeki to Tenmei Eras: 1751-1788)

MagesaiMA Miho

The purpose of this study is to analyze theatrical documents (kaomise banzuke, yakuwari banzuke, ezukushi, shohon and
yakusya hyobanki) and to clarify Kabuki musicians’ migration between Kamigata (the Kyoto-Osaka areas) and Edo in the late
18th Century (from the Horeki to Tenmei eras: 1751-1788).

My investigation revealed that there were the comings and goings of 42 Kabuki musicians in total and most of them (for
example Nakamura Hy6z0, Kineya Chujiro, Koide Ichijuro and Suzuki Banri) moved from Edo to Kamigata along with
Kabuki actors. As a result, Edo kabuki musicians had a great influence on Kamigata musicians and its music. In other words,
Kamigata became remarkably Edo-nized: a cultural dynamism which contrasts sharply with the cultural influence of
Kamigata on Edo in the early 18th century. Edo-nization of Kamigata kabuki music scene of the time can be observed in a
special term of nagauta, publication of nagautashohon and ezukushi with song lyrics, and so on.

Keywords: Edo period, Kyoto, Osaka and Edo, comings and goings, Edo-nization, nagauta
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