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Kamigata Uta and Edo Uta: Mutual objectification of shamisen music

OKADA Mariko

Historically speaking, sometimes, a certain song has been referred to as both “Kamigata Uta” (Kamigata
Song) and “Edo Uta” (Edo Song) at the same time. This is indeed a strange phenomenon, considering the fact
that “Kamigata™ has been and is a geographic name that includes Oosaka and Kyooto, a notion that is
diametrically opposed to “Edo”. At the beginning of its usage, “Edo Uta” has meant to be the Nagauta song
that was introduced from Edo to Kamigata. However, later on, it included the Jooruri song, which was also
introduced from Edo. As more time passed, it ended up meaning all the dance music performed in Kamigata.
It is possible to substantiate this change by several lyric collections of “Edo Uta” which were published
throughout the nineteenth century. After the National Theater opened in 1966, an attempt was made to
designate “Edo Uta” which by then included a huge number of dance music to the original category, a
category which was supposed to include only those performed in Edo before being introduced to Kamigata.
However, there were some songs that did not fit into any existing categories of music. Those songs that defied
classification were named as “Kamigata Uta.” Up until then, the name “Kamigata Uta” was equivalent to
“Jiuta.” But this reclassification implied that “Kamigata Uta” included some songs that were not part of
“Jiuta.” This process can be described as mutual objectification of culture between the two geographic areas,
Edo and Kamigata, and in turn produced considerable ambiguity as to what “Kamigata Uta™ really meant.

Key Words: Kamigata Uta, Edo Uta, Nagauta, Jiuta, objectification of culture
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