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The study of Noh Play “Tooru” and “Qoei-no-Shigajiku”:

As seen through “Saimonshingetsuzu”

0OGawa Kayoko

Noh play “Tooru,” written by Zeami (1363?~1443?) in the Ooei era (1394~1428). In the Ooei era,
supported by the patron of Shoogun Ashikaga Yoshimochi, Zen culture became popular among monks in
Kyooto, and many India-ink paintings with Chinese poetry called “Ooei-no-Shigajiku’ also came into fashion.
By comparing “Tooru™ and “Saimonshingetsuzu,” which is one of the pieces of “QOoei-no-Shigajiku,” this
paper will focus on shimon and koshuu, the expressions that appear in “Tooru.” Furthermore, through this
study, I aim to find certain common characteristics between “Tooru” and “Saimonshingetsuzu” that originated
in the cultural background of the Ooei era.

Key Words: Zeami, Shoogun Ashikaga Yoshimochi, Zen culture
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