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Kawawapa Akiko, On Japanese Twelve pitches in the middle of Edo period



On Japanese Twelve pitches in the middle of Edo period:
From a reprint of one chapter in Uchuu Mondou
written by Onri Nishimura and his interpretation

Kawawapa Akiko

There were two distinguished astronomical scholars in Kyooto in the 18th century. One person was
Genkei Nakane (1662-1733), who was an officer of the silver mint Tokugawa Shogunate that first calculated
equal Twelve pitches based on Chinese theory in Edo period and published Ritsugenhakki in 1692. The other
person was Onri Nishimura (1717-1787), who was an apothecary and famous astronomer especially to be
asked advice of the Houreki calendar reform in 1755, which had broad knowledge and interests to any fields as
to be able to keep literary activity for decades centering on Kyooto.

Onri Nishimura wrote one chapter that stated Japanese Twelve pitches and tuning instruments in his essay
Uchuu Mondou published on May 1778. We can read few musical articles in Edo period, except works of
ch’in zheng or Gagaku which Confusian scholars, Sorai Ogyuu (1666-1728) or Shundai Dazai (1680-1747),
had written. Until now, among preceding researchers hardly know the fact which Onri Nisimura had written
the musical article after Shundai Dazai’s work in latter half of the 18th century. Therefore this time it is
meaningful to reprint the whole of chapter and to give information to his interpretation of Japanese Twelve
pitches in those days.

Key Words: Japanese Twelve pitches in Edo period, Genkei Nakane, Ritsugenhakki
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