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The Director Interviews Japanese Music
Researcher Kikkawa Eishi

Thisis arecord of an interview between
Hirose Ryoohei, Director of the Research
Centre for Japanese Traditional Music, and
Kikkawa Eishi, a widely respected senior
scholar in the field of Japanese traditional
music. The interview was held on October
22, 2000, at the Nihon Shuppan Club
Kaikan, Tokyo. It was mediated by Prof.
NaGaHIrRo Hitoshi and recorded by
Associate Prof. TAkAHASHI Mito.

Born in 1909 in Hiroshima Prefecture,
Kikkawa graduated from Tokyo Imperial
University (now Tokyo University) in 1933.
He had a long teaching career at several
major ingtitutions in Tokyo, and many years

of experience in the public broadcast of
traditional music. His numerous
publications include the standard Japanese-
language text on Japanese music history
(Nihon ongaku no rekishi, 1965), a study of
aesthetic issues in Japanese music (Nihon
ongaku no biteki kenkyuu, 1979), and an
extensive biography of the koto musician
Mivael Michio (Kono hito nari Miyagi
Michio den, 1962/1979).

In thisinterview, Kikkawa first relates
the circumstances of his youth, his
education in Western music aesthetics at
Tokyo Imperia University, his studies with
TanaBE Hisao, and research gatherings
attended by his contemporaries. He
describes the leading role he played in the
establishment of the Hoogaku-ka (Japanese
music performance department) of Tokyo
Geijutsu Daigaku (Tokyo National
University of Fine Arts and Music) in the
post-war years. He then spent several years
with no university affiliation, involved in
broadcasting at NHK (Nippon Hoosoo
Kyookai, the Japan Broadcasting
Corporation) and teaching at the newly-
founded NHK Hoogaku Ginoosha Ikuseikai
(aningtitute founded in 1955 for the training
of young performers of traditional music,
crossing the borders of traditional genres
and schools). He also reminisces about his
experiences overseas and the influence he
had on younger scholars, and stresses the
necessity of a broad understanding of the
field of Japanese music as awhole.
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Research Centre for Japanese Traditional Music
Kyoto City University of Arts
2000

The Research Centre for Japanese Traditional
Music was founded at the Kyoto City University
of Artson April 1, 2000, with the aim of under-
taking comprehensive research on traditional
music and performing arts within the society and
culture of Japan.

In the more than one hundred years since the
Meiji Restoration of 1868, Japan has earnestly
followed a path of modernization and
Westernization, which has become even more
pronounced in the fifty something years since the
end of World War |I. We have reached a time
ripe for the reconsideration of JapanOs traditional
culture, and the development of new approaches
to it. The founding of the Research Centre for
Japanese Traditional Music at the Kyoto City
University of Artsis of particular significancein
view of the fact that Kyoto has long been the
living centre of JapanOs traditional culture.

Kyoto is rich in physical evidence of its
traditional culture, what we may term a Ovisual®
heritage; with the establishment of this new body,
however, the city authorities have demonstrated
an attitude of respect towardsits Oaural O heritage.
As a new OcentreO for research on JapanOs
traditional music, the Research Centre aims to
make a broad and significant contribution to the
field of Japanese music, by means of joining the
past and the present with a unique range of
activitiesin research and creation within the wider
perspective of JapanOs traditional culture.

Activities of the Research Centre

Central activities

A. Collecting, ordering, and preserving research

materials of relevance to the study of JapanOs

traditional music and performing arts:
Documentary materials (books, periodicals,
old documentary sources, copied and non-
printed materials including microfilm, etc.);
audio-visual materials; instruments and
related materials; pictorial materials;
materialsin electronic form, such as existing
databases and the like

B. Individual research on JapanOs traditional

music and performing arts:

(1) Research by individua members of the full-
time steff

(2) Research on particular themes by scholars
employed as part-time research fellows

C. Team research on JapanOstraditional music and

performing arts:

(1) Team research undertaken from an
interdisciplinary and international
perspective by research teams based at the
Research Centre, formed for that purpose
with the cooperation and participation of
researchers and performers from both Japan
and overseas

(2) Surveysin collaboration with other bodies
and/or individuals

D. Commissioned research on aspects of JapanOs

traditional music and performing arts:
Research commissioned from scholars
outside of the Research Centre on their fields
of speciality

The Research Centre asa OcentreO for research
A primary goal of the Research Centreisto share
and exchange information and the results of
research with researchers, other research
establishments, and performers, not only within
Japan but throughout the world.
Bringing the results of research to a wider
audience
The results of research carried out at the Centre
will be presented to the public in awide variety
of forms, including public lecture series,
seminars, workshops, lecture-demonstrations and
the like. They will also be published in the forms
of aregular newsletter, an annual bulletin, and
collections of research materias. The Centre aso
plans to take advantage of developments in the
electronic media with the development of
databases for use on the Internet.

Fields of Research
The research fields of the Research Centre
encompass the past, present and future of JapanOs
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traditional music.
(1) The development and transmission of music
prior to the Meiji Restoration of 1868

Prehistoric times

Religious song and performing arts (including
archaeological study of surviving examples
of instruments, etc.)

Ancient times

Buddhist music (shoomyoo, etc.)

Ceremonial and entertainment musicof the
court (gagaku, etc.)

Medieval times

Buddhist performing arts (biwa-accompanied
narrative, zoogei, shakuhachi, etc.)

Performing arts of the warrior class (noo,
kyoogen, etc.)

Popular song (imayoo, medieval kouta, etc.)

Pre-modern times

Music from foreign sources (so-called
Ochristian® music, Chinese gin music in
Japan, minshingaku)

Theatrical music (gidayuu-bushi, other types
of jooruri including tokiwazu-bushi, etc.,
nagauta, hayashi music in kabuki, etc.)

Non-theatrical music (jiuta sookyoku, other
shamisen genres, biwa-accompanied vocal
genres, shakuhachi, etc.)

Popular song (kouta, hauta, etc.)

(2) Developments in traditional music since the
Meiji Restoration

The development of traditional music and its
possibilities, including composition

The reception of traditional music and the
place of traditional music in education

(3) Music in daily life, in the broadest terms

Folk transmission and the music and
performing arts of areasrelated to Japan and
of its indigenous minorities

Music and the performing arts in daily life
(children®s song and folk song; folk
performing arts including festival music)

Research Methods

Depending on the subject of research, a great
variety of approaches are possible: philological,
historiographical, sociological, folklorical,
ethnological, archaeological, organological, etc.
Field studies are also an important part of the
Research CentreQs responsibilities. Aesthetic and

theoretical studies covering single genres or
combinations of genres are also to be undertaken,
as is research on individual pieces of music,
performance techniques, forms of musical
transmission, the construction of music
instruments, and so on. Every effort will be made
to gain a dynamic understanding of the
complexity of music making as a fundamental
human activity.

Members of the Full-time Research Staff, their

research fields and current research topics

Director: Hirose Ryoohei (Modernization of
Japanese music) Stone flutes of the Joomon
period and their relationship to ancient
ceremony; JapanQOs traditional music as a
source for creation

Professor: Kusota Satoko (Historiography of
Japanese music) Research on the sankyoku
music world after the abolition of the Toodoo
Shokuyashiki; Research on works of thejiuta
and sookyoku repertoires

Professor: NacaHiro Hitoshi (Contemporary
music for traditional instruments) Historical
study of the genre of contemporary works
for traditional instruments; Documentation
and cataloguing of broadcasts of
contemporary works for traditional
instruments

Associate Professor: Steven G. NELsoN
(Historiography of Japanese music, ancient
to pre-modern) Comprehensive research on
the Junshi oojoo kooshiki; Research on the
methods of musical construction employed
in early performances of kooshiki texts

Associate Professor: Tar Ryuuichi
(Ethnomusicology; Japanese performing
arts) Comparative research on dashi-bayashi,
festival float music; Research on the
hayashida folk music genre of the Chuugoku
District

Associate Professor: TakanasH Mito (History of
the performing arts; Japanese music and
information technology) Comparative
research on central and peripheral bugaku
dance traditions; Construction of a database
on JapanOs traditional music instruments
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Administrative Secretariat
Director: Imal Hiroshi; Chief: Nomura Mariyo;
Clerical Staff: Gotoo Chikayo

Librarian and Research Assistants

Librarian: lcucHi Haruna

Research Assistants: Imal Toshiyuki, IToo Shino,
SHiNomiva Yutaka

Research Fellows, their affiliations and current

research topics

Izawa Toshiharu (President of the Study Group
for Enlivening the Kamigata Region):
Research on the zashiki songs of the
Kamigata region

NakaHArRA Kanae (Research Fellow, Japan
Society for Promotion of Science): Research
on music treatises and music tales of the
medieval period

Ozeki Yoshie (Part-time Lecturer, Nara
University of Education): Research on the
methodology of education in Japanese music

Uesual Koodoo (Visiting Professor, Takasaki
Junior College of Arts): Acoustic and
organological research on early stone and
clay flutes

Y amADA Chieko (Part-time Lecturer, Kyoto City
University of Arts): Musicological research
on gidayuu-bushi

Team and Commissioned Research

Team Research Projects (Team leader; guest

researchers)

(1) Texts of Japanese vocal music 1: Jiuta-
sookyoku
Kusorta Satoko; Manase Masahiro, NAGaIKE
Kenji, Nocawa Mihoko, Ono Mitsuyasu,
Sasakl Mika, Suzuki Yukiko, YAMANE
Michihiro

(2) Aspects of dashi-bayashi, festival float
music
Tal Ryuuichi; Aomori Tooru, FUKUHARA
Toshio, HicucHi Akira, Irie Nobuko, Iwai
Masahiro, Kakitoo Toshihiro, Masuba
Takeshi, Ueki Yukinobu, Y oneba Minoru

(3) The lineage of the Japanese zithers: the
instruments, documentary materials, and
performance techniques
Steven G. NEeLson; Aokl Hiroyuki, ENboo

Tooru, FukusHima Kazuo, Iso Mizue, Waba
Katsuhisa

Commissioned Research

Towards a methodology for a Japanese music
iconography (Katsumura Jinko, part-time
lecturer in musicology at Kunitachi College
of Music)

Documentation of field photographs of regional
bugaku traditions (Sakai Nobuyoshi, bugaku
photographer)

The role of the shakuhachi in the sankyoku
ensemble (MoriTa Shuuzan, researcher on
the shakuhachi)

Facilities

The Research Centre for Japanese Traditional

Music is situated on the 6th to 8th floors of the

UniversityOs Shinkenkyuutoo (New Research

Building), with atotal area of approx. 1500n?.

6th floor: DirectorOs office, administration,
committee meeting room, reference library,
materials management room, individual
office

7th floor: Seminar rooms (2), instrument
storeroom, special collection

8th floor: Individual offices (5), fellowsO rooms
(2), audio-visua studio, training rooms (2)

History

1991 The need for a new Kyoto centre for
research on JapanOs traditional music
expressed by Hirose Ryoohei at an
international conference of the worldOs
cities

1993 Expansion of the Kyoto City University
of Artsproposed within the cityOs plansfor
its renewal

1996 Initial plans for the Research Centre and
Doctoral Course within the graduate
programme of the Faculty of Art tabled;
preparatory committee for the Research
CentreOs founding established

1997 Budget allocated for planning the new
building and surveying the site

1998 Construction begun (completed early
2000)

2000 Commencement of activities (April);
opening ceremony (December 2)
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